System Information Exposure

What This Means

This finding indicates that your site is exposing system-level information that may reveal details
about its configuration or environment.

This information is not always obvious but can be gathered through various outputs and responses.

Why It Matters

System information may include:

server details
software versions
file paths
configuration hints
environment data

Attackers can use this information to:

e identify potential vulnerabilities
e tailor attacks to your specific setup
e gain insight into how your site is structured

Reducing this exposure makes your site harder to analyze and target.

How Steel Security Detects This

Steel Security evaluates areas where system information may be exposed.
This may include:

e error messages
e response headers
e page output



e application behavior

If unnecessary or excessive information is visible, it is flagged.

How to Fix It

To resolve this issue:
e suppress detailed error output
e limit server and application information in responses

e reduce visible metadata and system details

You may also use Steel Security hardening controls related to information exposure.

What to Expect After Fixing

After applying protections:

e |less system information will be visible publicly
e responses will reveal fewer internal details
e your site will be more resistant to targeted attacks

Functionality should remain unchanged.

How to Verify

To verify the fix:

1. review page output and error behavior
2. inspect response headers
3. check for exposed system details

Confirm that unnecessary information is no longer visible.

Common Causes



e debug or verbose error settings
o default server configurations exposing details
e plugins or themes revealing internal information

Best Practices

minimize information exposed in production environments
use logs instead of visible output for debugging

review headers and responses regularly

combine with other hardening controls

Related

e Limit Exposure of System Info

e Disable Debug Mode

e Hide Version Information
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https://docs.steelsecurity.com/books/hardening-reference/page/limit-exposure-of-system-info
https://docs.steelsecurity.com/books/hardening-reference/page/disable-debug-mode
https://docs.steelsecurity.com/books/hardening-reference/page/hide-version-information

